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ed the bar sinister, to whom will you give the separate electo-
rates? Look at the history of Europe. Have you got separate electo-
rates for the working classes or women ? With adult franchise,
you give the untouchables complete security. Even the orthodox
Hindus would have to approach them for votes.

How, then, you ask, does Dr. Ambedkar, their representa-
tive, insist on separate electorates for them? I have the highest
regard for Dr Ambedkar. He has every right to be bitter. That
he does not break our heads is an act of self-restraint on his part.
He is today so very much saturated with suspicion that he cannot
see anything else He sees in every Hindu a determined opponent
of the untouchables, and it is quite natural. The same thing hap-
pened to me in my early days in South Africa where I was hound-
ed out by the Europeans wherever I went It is qu ite natural
for him to vent his wrath. But the separate electorates that he
seeks will not give him social reform. He may himself mount to
power and position, but nothing good will accrue to the untouch-
ables. I can say all this with authority, having lived with the un-
touchables and having shared their joys and sorrows all these
years.

Q.     Do you still believe in the good faith of England ?

A. I believe in the good faith of England to the extent
that I believe in the good faith of human nature. I believe that
the sum total of the energy of mankind is not to bring us down
but to lift us up, and that is the result of the definite, if un-
conscious, working of the law of love. The fact that mankind per-
sists shows that the cohesive force is greater than the disruptive
force, centripetal force greater than centrifugal. And inasmuch as
I know only of the poetry of love, you should not be surprised that
I trust the English people. I have often been bitter and I
have often said to myself, "When will this camouflage end?
When will these people cease to exploit these poor peoples ?"
But instinctively I get the reply: "That is the heritage thaGt
they have had from Rome." I must conduct myself in accord-
ance with the dictates of the law of love, hoping and expecting
m the long run to affect the English nature.

Q,.   What is your view about the industrialization of India ?

A. Industrialism is, I am afraid, going to be a curse for
mankind.^ Exploitation of one nation by another cannot go on
for aU time. Industrialism depends entirely on your capacity
to exploit, on foreign markets being open to you, and on the ab-
sence of competitors. It is because these factors are getting less and